Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
118 North New Street

Staunton, VA 24401
Office: 540/886-2262

Nov. 26, 2008
Dear Friends,

As our hearts and minds turn toward the wondrous seasons of Advent and Christmas we cannot
help but ponder the incredible gift of life God has given us through his only beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. We remember that before Jesus was born as a helpless infant, He was first one cell inside

His mother’s womb. He grew there for nine months, protected and nourished by her love and by
her body.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish wishes to commemorate God’s gift of life through His son, Jesus, and
the gift of life all of us are also given-- by installing the

“our Lady of Guadalupe Respect Life Garden”.

Enclosed is an illustration of the garden. One of its central and most compelling aspects is the
grotto, which will contain a stunning life size hand-painted tile mural of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Patroness of the Americas and Patroness of the Unborn. Our Lady of Guadalupe is remarkably
apropos as the garden’s focal point:

«...0f all the many manifestations of Mary's loving presence among us throughout the centuries,
in this apparition alone does she appear to us in the manner of a pregnant mother. She holds
within her the unborn Christ, proclaiming the sanctity and blessedness of life within the womb.
Her reverence and tenderness communicate to us the joy and awe with which we must approach
each nascent life. In contemplating her simplicity we find the strength to emulate her faith, and
proceed with confidence in the knowledge that God will overcome the seemingly insurmountable
barriers looming all around us in the world today.” -Human Life International

In a time when the culture of death looms large, it is a sign of hope for St. Francis parish to take
what is now a barren piece of earth and resurrect it into a life-giving garden: a place of peace
proclaiming the message that Jesus has won the war over death and Life is Victorious!

As faithful and generous members of St. Francis will you join us in the mission of cultivating
the Culture of Life? Your most generous gift will help us reach our goal of raising the $16,500
needed to prepare the site and install the grotto with the magnificent image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. With a gift of $1,000 or more, you will be remembered with your name engraved on
a stone on the grotto itself. Gifts of $500 will be remembered by a plaque on one of the resting
benches and gifts of $100 will be remembered by a memorial stone beside the foot path. Of
course a gift of any amount is greatly appreciated and will help us realize the dream of this
beautiful garden in our midst.






